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San Francisco Art Institute

contact  800 Chestnut Street, San Francisco, CA 94133  t: 415.771.7020  www.sfai.edu

SFAI’s historic campus is home to much more than an 
internationally renowned art school. Since 1871, SFAI 
has remained one of the preeminent cultural centers 
epitomizing dialogue, diversity, and interactive exchange. 
Informed by a long and prestigious tradition in both 
studio practice and interdisciplinary studies, SFAI’s wide-
ranging curriculum offers undergraduate and graduate 
students alike an unparalleled education in contempo-
rary global art practice and theory. 

Accreditation		  regional: wasc	 specialized: nasad

application: Required
online application: Preferred
home exam: Not required
interview: Required for Grad;  
Recommended for Undergrad
essay: Required for ba, ma;  
Optional for bfa, mfa

sat / act: Required for freshmen
portfolio: Required bfa, mfa; 
Optional ba, ma

transcripts  

high school: Required  

college: Required, if transferring

Undergraduate Admissions Process

six-year graduation rate2 

36% OF Fall 2001 Freshmen  

graduatED within six years	

19%	OF Fall 2002 Freshmen  

graduatED within six years

freshmen RETENTION2

65% of Fall 2006 Freshmen	

Returned IN FALL 2007

60% of Fall 2007 Freshmen	

Returned IN FALL 2008

DEGREES offered

ba, bfa, ma, mfa,  

dual degree ma/mfa,  

low-residency mfa

MAJORS offered

Design and Technology

Exhibition and 
Museum Studies**

Film

Fine Arts

History and Theory 
of Contemporary Art

New Genres

Painting

Photography

Printmaking

Sculpture

Urban Studies

other programs 

Post-Baccalaureate 

Adult and Continuing 
Education

Young Artists Program

Pre-College Program 

**graduate only

special opportunities
Career & Internship Services · Study Abroad and Domestic Exchange with 
38 Institutions · Center for Individualized Learning (tutoring services) · 
On- and Off-Campus Exhibition Opportunities · 24/7 Access to Studio 
Facilities · Student Government · Student-led Clubs and Organizations · 
Counseling Services · First-Year Contemporary Practice Program · Visit-
ing Artists & Scholars Lecture Series · The McBean Distinguished Lecture-
ship and Residency · Graduate Program Spheres of Interest Lecture Series · 
Research and Investigation via Four Centers for Interdisciplinary Study

STUDENT/FACULTY RATIO  fall 2008

10.4 to 1  
fte students per fte faculty 1 

class size  fall 2008

17 estimated average

FACULTY   2008–09

FACULTY fte1= 55

full-time	 Part-time

30 	 101	

6% international

UNDERGRADUATE ETHNICITY   fall 2008

9% Asian/pacific islander 1% native american

10% HISPANIC 

57% white (non-hispanic) 

12% other/uknown

5% African American 

new student GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION3   fall 2008

female	 male 

55%	 45%

in-state	rest  of the U.S.	international	  unknown

36%	 49%	 7%	 8%

ENROLLMENT   fall 2008

UNDERGRADUATE fte1 = 350	 GRADUATe fte1 = 225

UNDERGRADUATE 
full-time	 Part-time

337 	 33	

GRADUATE 
full-time		 Part-time

221		  10 

Note 1:  “Full-Time Equivalent” is the common way to measure the relative size of colleges. 

This adjusts for differences in the percentage of part-time students (or faculty). For example: 

one full-time student=1 FTE; three half-time students = 1.5 FTE, etc. 

undergraduate gENDER DISTRIBUTION   fall 2008

www.aicad.org
www.aicad.org
www.sfai.edu
www.sfai.edu
http://www.wascsenior.org
http://nasad.arts-accredit.org
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Note 1: “Full-Time Equivalent” is the common way to measure the relative size of colleges. This adjusts for differences in the percentage of part-time students (or faculty). For example: one full-time 
student =1 FTE; three half-time students=1.5 FTE, etc. Note 2: Retention & graduation rates are calculated using “First-Time, Full-Time Freshmen” as required by the U.S. Department of Education.  
In schools with large transfer populations, these rates can vary quite a bit from year to year. Note 3: Geographic distribution is reported for first-time degree/certificate-seeking undergraduates. 
Note 4: Includes all institutional scholarships and grants, but does not include College Work Study or third party awards. Note 5: Data presented is drawn from the most recent school year available.

San Francisco Art Institute

student HOUSING  fall 2008  95% of Freshmen live in campus housing.  19% OF ALL STUDENTS live in campus housing.

With the general aim of preparing students to become reflective, problem-solving 
global citizens, the San Francisco Art Institute offers a uniquely crossdisciplinary 
curriculum. Through its School of Studio Practice and its School of Interdisciplin-
ary Studies, SFAI emphasizes course offerings that enable students to learn across 
boundaries and to think and to make against the grain.

Promoting the artist as essential to society, the School of Studio Practice concen-
trates on developing artistic vision through studio experiments. The School of 
Interdisciplinary Studies focuses on the critical thinking and writing that stem 
from an in-depth understanding of theory and practice and that are essential for 
impacting contemporary global society.

Through SFAI’s Exhibitions and Public Programs, students directly engage with 
the major international practitioners and theorists of contemporary art who come to 
campus to lecture, to teach, and through the medium of their work as exhibited in 
SFAI’s Walter and McBean Galleries. Additionally, SFAI students may participate in 
domestic exchange, international study abroad, and for-credit internship programs. 
Student exhibitions, both off campus and on, including space in the renowned Diego 
Rivera Gallery (pictured), are also encouraged, supported, and promoted.

Inventive, inquisitive students with broad interests and from all backgrounds are 
invited to enroll! 

AID CATEGORY	 AVER AGE RECEIVED PER RECIPIENT

Institutional awards4 	  8,344

FEDERAL GRANTS  	 3,947

State & local Grants  	 6,989 

FEDERAL Student Loans  	 4,658

average amount received per recipient	  $ 12,343 92%  of full-time freshmen received aid

FINANCIAL AID  2007–08  full-time first-time freshmen

% full-t ime freshmen recip ients

92%	 Institutional awards

	24%	 Federal Grants

	 5%	 State & local Grants

51%	 FEDERAL Student Loans

full-time dependent	  off-campus

Tuition (30 credits)	 $  30,880

Mandatory Fees	 470

Books & Supplies	 1,638

Room & Board	 10,872

Other	 3,996

TOTAL COST	  $  47,856

undergraduate cOST OF ATTENDANCE  2009–10

	 on-campus

	 $  30,880

	 470 

	 1,638

	 12,524

	 3,042

	 $  48,554

30,880 tuition 470 fees

1,638 books & supplies

3,996 other

10,872 room & board

off-campus	 $47,856  TOTAL

12,524 room & board

1,638 books & supplies

3,042 other

470 fees30,880 tuition

on-campus	 $48,554  TOTAL

www.aicad.org
www.aicad.org
www.sfai.edu

