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School of the Art Institute of Chicago

contact   37 South Wabash Avenue, Chicago, IL 60603  t: 312.899.5100  www.saic.edu

The School of the Art Institute of Chicago (SAIC) is a 
dynamic community of critical thinkers and innovative 
artists and designers. Our 3,200 students, from across the 
globe, develop their creative and critical abilities through 
33 interdisciplinary programs, while working with award-
winning faculty, including many of the leading practitio-
ners in their fields. Our students bring with them a variety 
of experiences and passions, and we provide them a venue 
for invention, experimentation, and inspiration.

Accreditation  

regional: ncacs		 specialized: nasad

application: Required

online application: Required

home exam: Not required

interview: Recommended

essay: Required

sat / act: Required 

portfolio: Required 

transcripts  

high school: Required  

college: Required, if transferring

Undergraduate Admissions Process

six-year graduation rate2 

62% OF Fall 2002 Freshmen  

graduatED within six years	

63%	OF Fall 2003 Freshmen  

graduatED within six years

freshmen RETENTION2

74% of Fall 2007 Freshmen	

Returned IN FALL 2008

75% of Fall 2008 Freshmen	

Returned IN FALL 2009

DEGREES offered
ba, bfa, bia, mfa, ma, m.arch, ms 

MAJORS offered
Animation
Architecture
Art and Technology Studies 
Art Education
Art History
Art Therapy**
Arts Administration and Policy**
Ceramics
Designed Objects
Drawing
Fashion, Body and Garment**
Fashion Design
Fiber and Material Studies
Film, Video, New Media  
  and Animation
Fine Arts
Graphic Design
Historic Preservation**
Individualized/Self-Designed Major

Interior Architecture*
Modern Art History,  
  Theory, and Criticism**
New Arts Journalism**
Painting
Performance
Photography
Printmedia
Sculpture
Sound
Studio**
Teaching**
Video
Visual and Critical Studies
Visual Communication Design
Writing

other programs 
Post-Baccalaureate Certificate  
Continuing Education
Early College Program
*undergraduate only
**graduate only

special opportunities

Cooperative Education Internship Program · Career Development  

Office · Study Abroad & Domestic Exchange · Study Trips · Oxbow 

Summer School of Art and Artists Residency · Over 50 Student Organi-

zations · f Newmagazine · FreeRadio SAIC · Student-run Galleries · 

Teacher Institute in Contemporary Art

STUDENT/FACULTY RATIO  fall 2009

9 to 1  
fte students per fte faculty 1 

class size  fall 2009

15 estimated average

FACULTY   2009–10

FACULTY fte1= 333

full-time	 Part-time

106 	 476	

undergraduate gENDER DISTRIBUTION   fall 2009

female	 male 

66%	 34%

ENROLLMENT   fall 2009

UNDERGRADUATE fte1 = 2,329	 GRADUATe fte1 = 655

UNDERGRADUATE 
full-time	 Part-time

2,257 	 160	

GRADUATE 
full-time		 Part-time

638		  43 

Note 1:  “Full-Time Equivalent” is the common way to measure the relative size of colleges. 

This adjusts for differences in the percentage of part-time students (or faculty). For example: 

one full-time student=1 FTE; three half-time students = 1.5 FTE, etc. 

1% other/uknown

17% international

UNDERGRADUATE ETHNICITY   fall 2009

12% Asian/pacific islander 

0% MULTIRACIAL

1% native american

8% HISPANIC 

57% white (non-hispanic) 4% African American 

new student GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION3   fall 2009

2% unknown7% contiguous states

15% international

18% in-state 58% rest of the U.S.

www.saic.edu
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Note 1: “Full-Time Equivalent” is the common way to measure the relative size of colleges. This adjusts for differences in the percentage of part-time students (or faculty). For example: one full-time 
student =1 FTE; three half-time students=1.5 FTE, etc. Note 2: Retention & graduation rates are calculated using “First-Time, Full-Time Freshmen” as required by the U.S. Department of Education.  
In schools with large transfer populations, these rates can vary quite a bit from year to year. Note 3: Geographic distribution is reported for first-time degree/certificate-seeking undergraduates. 
Note 4: Includes all institutional scholarships and grants, but does not include College Work Study or third party awards. Note 5: Data presented is drawn from the most recent school year available.

college hOUSING  fall 20089  87% of Freshmen live in college housing.  32% OF ALL STUDENTS live in college housing.

A leader in educating artists, designers, and scholars since 1866, SAIC’s educational 
philosophy is built upon an interdisciplinary approach to art and design, giving 
students unparalleled opportunities to develop their creative and critical abilities. Our 
engaged student body and renowned faculty of nearly 600 professionally active artists, 
designers, and scholars work in close proximity, sharing exceptional resources and 
establishing a forum for the vigorous exchange of ideas. In addition to cutting-edge 
art and design instruction, SAIC also provides a rigorously challenging and complete 
liberal arts education. 

SAIC’s location in the heart of Chicago gives students access to one of the world’s 
most creatively vibrant and architecturally rich cities, and we encourage engagement 
in its full spectrum of cultural amenities. Our resources include the Art Institute of 
Chicago and its new Modern Wing as well as state-of-the-art facilities and numerous 
special collections and programming venues that provide students with exceptional 
exhibitions, screenings, lectures, and performances. 

SAIC recognizes that we live in a global society and we encourage our students to engage 
in critical dialogue outside of the classroom through international study and off-campus 
education. Our award-winning Cooperative Education Internship Program, one of the 
largest arts-related co-ops in the nation, provides students with the opportunity to refine 
their career objectives and develop relationships with arts professionals.

To learn more, please visit www.saic.edu.

AID CATEGORY	 AVER AGE RECEIVED PER RECIPIENT

Institutional awards4 	 8,407 

FEDERAL GRANTS  	 4,667 

State & local Grants  	 4,372  

FEDERAL Student Loans  	 5,817 

average amount received per recipient	 $ 13,063 80%  of full-time freshmen received aid

FINANCIAL AID  2008–09  full-time first-time freshmen

% full-t ime freshmen recip ients

	78%	 Institutional awards

	20%	 Federal Grants

	 6%	 State & local Grants

	47%	 FEDERAL Student Loans

full-time dependent	  off-campus

Tuition (30 credits)	 $  35,550

Mandatory Fees	 600

Books & Supplies	 2,740

Room & Board	 8,920

Other	 2,800

TOTAL COST	  $  50,610

undergraduate cOST OF ATTENDANCE  2010–11

	 on-campus

	 $  35,550

	 600 

	 2,740

	 11,650

	 2,800

	 $  53,340

35,550 tuition 600 fees

2,740 books & supplies

2,800 other

8,920 room & board

off-campus	 $50,610  TOTAL

11,650 room & board

2,740 books & supplies

2,800 other

600 fees35,550 tuition

on-campus	 $53,340  TOTAL


