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Rhode Island School of Design

contact  Two College Street, Providence, RI 02903  t: 401.454.6100  www.risd.edu

Students who come to Rhode Island School of Design 

join an intense, creative artists’ community, which is inter-

nationally respected for the excellence of the education it 

offers. RISD’S 2350 undergraduate and graduate students, 

coming from across the United States and more than 45 

nations around the world, explore in an extensive range of 

majors in areas of Architecture, Design and the Fine Arts.  

Accreditation  

regional: neasc		 specialized: nasad

application: Required

online application: Required

home exam: Required

interview: Not required

essay: Required

sat / act: Required 

portfolio: Required 

transcripts  

high school: Required  

college: Required, if transferring

recommendations: Optional

Undergraduate Admissions Process

six-year graduation rate2 

90% OF Fall 2001 Freshmen  

graduatED within six years	

86%	OF Fall 2002 Freshmen  

graduatED within six years

freshmen RETENTION2

96% of Fall 2006 Freshmen	

Returned IN FALL 2007

94% of Fall 2007 Freshmen	

Returned IN FALL 2008

DEGREES offered

bfa, b.arch, bia, bgd, bid, 
m.arch, mat, ma, mfa,  
mia, mid, mla; ab/bfa  
with brown university 

MAJORS offered

Apparel Design*

Architecture

Ceramics

Digital + Media**

Film/Animation/Video*

Furniture Design

Glass

Graphic Design

Illustration*

Industrial Design

Interior Architecture

Jewelry/Metalsmithing

Landscape Architecture**

Painting

Photography

Printmaking

Sculpture

Teaching + Learning in  
Art + Design**

Textiles

concentrations 

Art History

History of Art + Visual Culture

History, Philosophy, 
and the Social Sciences

*undergraduate only
**graduate only

special opportunities

Concentrations in History of Art and Visual Culture, HPSS (History, 

Philosophy, and Social Sciences), and English · Certificates are offered 

through Continuing Education

STUDENT/FACULTY RATIO  fall 2008

9.2 to 1  
fte students per fte faculty 1 

class size  fall 2008

15 estimated average

FACULTY   2008–09

FACULTY fte1= 257

full-time	 Part-time

123 	 470	

UNDERGRADUATE ETHNICITY   fall 2008

14% Asian/pacific islander 0% native american

4% HISPANIC 

38% white (non-hispanic) 

26% other/uknown

16% international

2% African American 

undergraduate gENDER DISTRIBUTION   fall 2008

new student GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION3   fall 2008

female	 male 

68%	 32%

in-state	rest  of the U.S.	international 	

5%	 79%	 15%

ENROLLMENT   fall 2008

UNDERGRADUATE fte1 = 1,926	 GRADUATe fte1 = 426

UNDERGRADUATE 
full-time	 Part-time

1,926 	 0	

GRADUATE 
full-time		 Part-time

426 		  0 

Note 1:  “Full-Time Equivalent” is the common way to measure the relative size of colleges. 

This adjusts for differences in the percentage of part-time students (or faculty). For example: 

one full-time student=1 FTE; three half-time students = 1.5 FTE, etc. 

www.risd.edu
www.aicad.org
www.risd.edu
http://cihe.neasc.org
http://nasad.arts-accredit.org
www.aicad.org
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Rhode Island School of Design

Note 1: “Full-Time Equivalent” is the common way to measure the relative size of colleges. This adjusts for differences in the percentage of part-time students (or faculty). For example: one full-time 
student =1 FTE; three half-time students=1.5 FTE, etc. Note 2: Retention & graduation rates are calculated using “First-Time, Full-Time Freshmen” as required by the U.S. Department of Education.  
In schools with large transfer populations, these rates can vary quite a bit from year to year. Note 3: Geographic distribution is reported for first-time degree/certificate-seeking undergraduates. 
Note 4: Includes all institutional scholarships and grants, but does not include College Work Study or third party awards. Note 5: Data presented is drawn from the most recent school year available.

student hOUSING  fall 2008  99% of Freshmen live in campus housing.  61% OF ALL STUDENTS live in campus housing.

Students develop under the guidance of our 593 renowned faculty. Our curriculum 

provides a combination of studio and liberal arts courses, and the chance to balance 

your focus in an individual discipline with experimentation across a wide range of 

disciplines and media. Extensive facilities provide the opportunity to undertake work 

across the widest spectrum, and specialized facilities such as our Museum of Art and 

Nature Lab enrich study and research options. Our neighbor, Brown University, 

offers extensive cross-registration choices beyond the broad selections at RISD. 

RISD students are able to expand their learning and personal development with 

travel abroad courses during Wintersession, community service programs, and pro-

fessional internships. More than 50% of RISD students have participated in an 

internship by the time of graduation and our Career Services Office provides numer-

ous options, from the traditional to the entrepreneurial, to support your future aspi-

rations. Studios sponsored by companies, like Target, and government agencies, like 

NASA, involve our students in real-world projects.

Today, change is happening at a dizzying pace and creative thinkers are being invited 

to play a wider role in matters of the world.  At, RISD students learn to ask questions, 

open doors and develop new paths to assure their opportunity to prosper as creative 

leaders in this rapidly changing world.

AID CATEGORY	 AVER AGE RECEIVED PER RECIPIENT

Institutional awards4 	  13,102

FEDERAL GRANTS  	 2,945

State & local Grants  	 1,022 

FEDERAL Student Loans  	 4,206

average amount received per recipient	 $ 10,146 50%  of full-time freshmen received aid

FINANCIAL AID  2007–08  full-time first-time freshmen

% full-t ime freshmen recip ients

	23%	 Institutional awards

	 9%	 Federal Grants

	 4%	 State & local Grants

	39%	 FEDERAL Student Loans

full-time dependent	  off-campus

Tuition (30 credits)	 $  36,364

Mandatory Fees	 295

Books & Supplies	 2,600

Room & Board	 10,846

Other	 3,415

TOTAL COST	  $  53,520

undergraduate cOST OF ATTENDANCE  2009–10

	 on-campus

	 $  36,364

	 295 

	 2,600

	 10,846

	 3,415

	 $  53,520

36,364 tuition 295 fees

2,600 books & supplies

3,415 other

10,846 room & board

off-campus	 $53,520  TOTAL

10,846 room & board

2,600 books & supplies

3,415 other

295 fees36,364 tuition

on-campus	 $53,520  TOTAL

www.risd.edu
www.aicad.org
www.aicad.org

