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special opportunities

Study Abroad · Internships · Joint Degree Programs · Career Service Office

Parsons The New School for Design

contact  66 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10011  t: 212.229.8900  www.parsons.edu

In a world that is increasingly designed, art and design 

reflect and shape all experiences. Through rigorous  

practice and critical scholarship, Parsons The New School 

for Design prepares students to become leaders in many 

professions and in society. 

Accreditation  

regional: msacs			  specialized: nasad, naab

application: Required

online application: Recommended

home exam: Recommended

interview: Recommended

essay: Recommended

sat / act: Recommended 

portfolio: Recommended 

transcripts  

high school: Recommended  

college: Recommended

Undergraduate Admissions Process

six-year graduation rate2 

68% OF Fall 2002 Freshmen  

graduatED within six years	

71%	 OF Fall 2003 Freshmen  

graduatED within six years

freshmen RETENTION2

85% of Fall 2007 Freshmen	

Returned IN FALL 2008

84% of Fall 2008 Freshmen	

Returned IN FALL 2009

DEGREES offered
aas, ba, bba, bfa, bs,  
ma, mfa, m.arch

MAJORS offered

Architectural Design*

Architecture**

Architecture &  
Lighting Design**

Communication Design*

Design & Management*

Design & Technology

Environmental Studies*

Fashion Design*

Fashion Marketing*

Fine Arts

History of Decorative  
Arts & Design**

Graphic Design*

Illustration*

Integrated Design*

Interior Design

Lighting Design**

Photography

Product Design*

*undergraduate only
**graduate only

special programming 

Continuing Education

Summer and Pre-College Programs 

Non-Credit Certificate Programs Admission requirements vary by program. Please refer to the Parsons Admission 
website for specific application requirements  for the program of interest.

STUDENT/FACULTY RATIO  fall 2009

8.5 to 1  
fte students per fte faculty 1 

class size  fall 2009

14 estimated average

FACULTY   2009–10

FACULTY fte1= 506

full-time	 Part-time

138 	 988	

4% MULTIRACIAL

6% other/uknown

32% international

UNDERGRADUATE ETHNICITY   fall 2009

16% Asian/pacific islander 0.5% native american

8% HISPANIC 

29% white (non-hispanic) 4% African American 

new student GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION3   fall 2009

36% rest of the U.S.

27% international

18% in-state 16% contiguous states 3% unknown

female	 male 

78%	 22%

undergraduate gENDER DISTRIBUTION   fall 2009

ENROLLMENT   fall 2009

UNDERGRADUATE fte1 = 3,876	 GRADUATe fte1 = 439

UNDERGRADUATE 
full-time	 Part-time

3,677 	 430	

GRADUATE 
full-time		 Part-time

413		  78 

Note 1:  “Full-Time Equivalent” is the common way to measure the relative size of colleges. 

This adjusts for differences in the percentage of part-time students (or faculty). For example: 

one full-time student=1 FTE; three half-time students = 1.5 FTE, etc. 

http://parsons.edu 
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Note 1: “Full-Time Equivalent” is the common way to measure the relative size of colleges. This adjusts for differences in the percentage of part-time students (or faculty). For example: one full-time 
student =1 FTE; three half-time students=1.5 FTE, etc. Note 2: Retention & graduation rates are calculated using “First-Time, Full-Time Freshmen” as required by the U.S. Department of Education.  
In schools with large transfer populations, these rates can vary quite a bit from year to year. Note 3: Geographic distribution is reported for first-time degree/certificate-seeking undergraduates. 
Note 4: Includes all institutional scholarships and grants, but does not include College Work Study or third party awards. Note 5: Data presented is drawn from the most recent school year available.

Parsons The New School for Design

college hOUSING  fall 2008  80% of Freshmen live in college housing. 18% OF ALL STUDENTS live in college housing.

Parsons prepares students to be independent thinkers who creatively and critically address 
the complex human conditions of 21st Century culture. We are creating a diverse learn-
ing environment for developing intelligent and reflective practices through studio-based 
research and critical scholarship in order to make meaningful and sustainable contributions 
to contemporary global societies. Situated within The New School, Parsons builds on the 
University’s legacy of progressive ideals, scholarship, and educational methods. Our faculty 
challenges convention through a setting and philosophy that encourages formal experimen-
tation, nurtures alternative world-views, and cultivates forward-thinking leaders and creative 
professionals across multiple fields in a world increasingly influenced by art and design. 

Our student-centered curriculum continually engages distinct yet interrelated practices 
and allow for both specialist and hybrid paths. We encourage collaborative and individual 
approaches that cut across a wide array of disciplines. By synthesizing cutting-edge theory 
with rigorous craft, and by infusing art and design studies with education in liberal arts 
and business practices, Parsons students and faculty lead successful design-based businesses, 
shape scholarship in the field, and make art and design that matters.

Our location in the heart of Manhattan—a center of creativity, culture, and intellectual 
debate—allows every student to engage in an integrated, immersive learning environment. 
Internship opportunities and partnerships with the biggest names in industry afford a vast 
international network of possibilities for entrepreneurship and professional success. Dynam-
ically situated in every respect, Parsons students excel at the center of it all.  

AID CATEGORY	 AVER AGE RECEIVED PER RECIPIENT

Institutional awards4 	  9,284

FEDERAL GRANTS  	 4,355

State & local Grants  	 3,821

FEDERAL Student Loans  	 4,454

average amount received per recipient	  $ 12,555 75%  of full-time freshmen received aid

FINANCIAL AID  2007–08  full-time first-time freshmen

% full-t ime freshmen recip ients

	69%	 Institutional awards

	20%	 Federal Grants

	 8%	 State & local Grants

	40%	 FEDERAL Student Loans

full-time dependent	  off-campus

Tuition (30 credits)	 $  36,800

Mandatory Fees	 810

Books & Supplies	 2,050

Room & Board	 15,260

Other	 2,279

TOTAL COST	  $  57,199

undergraduate cOST OF ATTENDANCE  2010–11

	 on-campus

	 $  36,800

	 810 

	 2,050

	 15,260

	 2,279

	 $  57,199

36,800 tuition

36,800 tuition

810 fees

810 fees

2,050 books & supplies

2,050 books & supplies

15,260 room & board

15,260 room & board

off-campus	 $57,199  TOTAL

2,279
other

2,279
other

on-campus	 $57,199  TOTAL


