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Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts

contact  128 North Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102  t: 215.972.7600  www.pafa.edu

Devoted to the training of artists, PAFA combines a world-

class museum of American art with outstanding studio art 

programs in drawing, painting, printmaking, and sculpture. 

PAFA offers a 4-year, 120-credit Certificate, a Bachelor of 

Fine Arts (BFA), a Post-Baccalaureate Certificate in Grad-

uate Studies and a Master of Fine Arts (MFA).

Accreditation  

regional: mcacs (coordinated bfa regionally accredited 
through university of pennsylvania); msche candidacy
specialized: nasad

application: Required

online application: None

home exam: Required for some

interview: Optional

essay: Required

sat / act: Not required 

portfolio: Required 

transcripts  

high school: Required  

college: Required, if transferring

other: Résumé

Undergraduate Admissions Process

six-year graduation rate2 

67% OF Fall 2003 Freshmen  

graduatED within six years	

57%	OF Fall 2004 Freshmen  

graduatED within six years

freshmen RETENTION2

85% of Fall 2008 Freshmen	

Returned IN FALL 2009

87% of Fall 2009 Freshmen	

Returned IN FALL 2010

DEGREES offered

bfa, mfa

MAJORS/ 
CONCENTRATIONS offered

Drawing

Fine Arts

Painting

Printmaking

Sculpture

other programs 

Certificate

Post Baccalaureate Certificate

Coordinated BFA with 
University of Pennsylvania

Continuing Education

High School Program

Teacher Program

special opportunities

Coordinated BFA Program with the University of Pennsylvania · 
Student Mobility Exchange · Internships · Travel Scholarships · Graduate 

Assistantships · Study Abroad · Annual Student Exhibition in Museum 

Galleries · Grad and Undergrad Individual Student Studios

STUDENT/FACULTY RATIO  fall 2010

13.3 to 1  
fte students per fte faculty 1 

class size  fall 2010

22 estimated average

FACULTY   2010–11

FACULTY fte1= 34

full-time	P art-time

13 	 54	

undergraduate gENDER DISTRIBUTION   fall 2010

female	 male 

59%	 41%

ENROLLMENT   fall 2010

UNDERGRADUATE fte1 = 266	 GRADUATe fte1 = 82

UNDERGRADUATE 
full-time	 Part-time

259 	 14	

GRADUATE 
full-time		 Part-time

82		  0 

Note 1:  “Full-Time Equivalent” is the common way to measure the relative size of colleges. 

This adjusts for differences in the percentage of part-time students (or faculty). For example: 

one full-time student=1 FTE; three half-time students = 1.5 FTE, etc. 

0% MULTIRACIAL

15% other/uknown

4% international

UNDERGRADUATE ETHNICITY   fall 2010

4% Asian/pacific islander 0% native american

4% HISPANIC 

67% white (non-hispanic) 5% African American 

new student GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION3   fall 2010

36% rest of the U.S.

5% international

31% in-state 28% contiguous states
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Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts

Note 1: “Full-Time Equivalent” is the common way to measure the relative size of colleges. This adjusts for differences in the percentage of part-time students (or faculty). For example: one full-time 
student =1 FTE; three half-time students=1.5 FTE, etc. Note 2: Retention & graduation rates are calculated using “First-Time, Full-Time Freshmen” as required by the U.S. Department of Education.  
In schools with large transfer populations, these rates can vary quite a bit from year to year. Note 3: Geographic distribution is reported for first-time degree/certificate-seeking undergraduates. 
Note 4: Includes all institutional scholarships and grants, but does not include College Work Study or third party awards. Note 5: Data presented is drawn from the most recent school year available.

student hOUSING  fall 2010  30% of Freshmen live in arranged housing.  6% OF ALL STUDENTS live in arranged housing.

The Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts (PAFA) is a rare combination of an out-

standing museum of American art and a renowned School of Fine Arts. Students have 

access to one of the world’s foremost collections of American art, housed in the His-

toric Landmark Building designed by the firm of Frank Furness and George Hewitt, 

and the contemporary Samuel M.V. Hamilton Building that houses the School of 

Fine Arts. Located on Philadelphia’s Avenue of the Arts, PAFA is a strictly fine arts 

school, offering the MFA and BFA degrees, its historic Certificate program and a 

Post-Baccalaureate in graduate studies. Emphasizing traditional drawing and artmak-

ing skills, PAFA offers majors in drawing, painting, printmaking, and sculpture.  Stu-

dents work with an exceptionally large and diverse faculty of working artists in cutting 

edge studio and classroom facilities. They have daily access to a world-class museum 

and exhibitions, individual studios under the mentorship program and exposure to 

numerous visiting artists and critics. With many distinguished alumni, PAFA trains 

fine artists to go on to successful careers. Alumni include Bo Bartlett, Brett Bigbee, 

Astrid Bowlby, Moe Brooker, Vincent Desiderio, Barkley L. Hendricks, David Lynch, 

Sarah McEneaney, Elizabeth Osborne, William Scott, and many others.  

AID CATEGORY	 AVER AGE RECEIVED PER RECIPIENT

Institutional awards4 	  9,028 

FEDERAL GRANTS  	 5,428 

State & local Grants  	 4,120  

FEDERAL Student Loans  	  5,899 

average amount received per recipient	 $ 15,342 97%  of full-time freshmen received aid

FINANCIAL AID  2009–10  full-time first-time freshmen

% full-t ime freshmen recip ients

97%	 Institutional awards

32%	 Federal Grants

	14%	 State & local Grants

65 %	 FEDERAL Student Loans

full-time dependent	  off-campus

Tuition (30 credits)	 $  26,370

Mandatory Fees	 840

Books & Supplies	 1,365

Room & Board	 11,280

Other	 1,205

TOTAL COST	  $  41,060

undergraduate cOST OF ATTENDANCE  2011–12

	 on-campus

	 $  26,370	

840 

	 1,365	

11,280

	 1,205

	 $  41,060

26,370 tuition 840 fees

1,365 books & supplies

1,205 other

11,280 room & board

off-campus	 $41,060  TOTAL

on-campus	 $39,840  TOTAL

26,370 tuition 840 fees

1,365 books & supplies

1,205 other

11,280 room & board


