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Oregon College of Art & Craft

contact  8245 SW Barnes Road, Portland  OR  97225  t: 503.297.5544  www.ocac.edu

OCAC is a place to learn how to think, not what to think, how 
to craft art, not what art to craft. It’s a place to develop a breadth 
of experience with different materials that is very rare in our 
age of specialization, yet extraordinarily useful in today’s ever-
changing art world. It’s that rare place where everyone’s views 
are valued, where careful and caring discussion and respect for 
difference are the guiding rules, not the exception. OCAC is an 
intentionally small, exceptionally student-centered art college 
gathering people from all over the country.

Accreditation  

regional: nwccu candidacy	 specialized: nasad

application: Required

online application: Optional

home exam: Not required

interview: Optional

essay: Required

sat / act: Optional 

portfolio: Required 

transcripts  

high school: Required  

college: Required, if transferring

Undergraduate Admissions Process

six-year graduation rate2 

insufficient data

freshmen RETENTION2

71% of Fall 2006 Freshmen	

Returned IN FALL 2007

67% of Fall 2007 Freshmen	

Returned IN FALL 2008

DEGREES offered

bfa; mfa (offered jointly 

with pacific northwest 

college of art)

MAJORS offered

Applied Craft and Design**

Book Arts*

Ceramics*

Drawing and Painting*

Fibers*

Metals*

Photography*

Wood*

other programs 

Post-Baccalaureate Certificate

Continuing Education Year Around 

Children’s Classes

High School Classes

*undergraduate only
**graduate only

special opportunities

Cross Registration with Oregon Independent Colleges · Mobility Pro-

gram with AICAD schools · Joint MFA Program with PNCA · Credit 

and Non-Credit Internship Options

STUDENT/FACULTY RATIO  fall 2008

7.6 to 1  
fte students per fte faculty 1 

class size  fall 2008

13 estimated average

FACULTY   2008–09

FACULTY fte1= 16

full-time	 Part-time

9 	 13	

UNDERGRADUATE ETHNICITY   fall 2008

4% Asian/pacific islander 3% native american

1% HISPANIC 

79% white (non-hispanic) 

13% other/uknown

0% international

0% African American 

undergraduate gENDER DISTRIBUTION   fall 2008

new student GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION3   fall 2008

female	 male 

70%	 30%

in-state	rest  of the U.S.	 unknown	

57%	 43%	 0%

ENROLLMENT   fall 2008

UNDERGRADUATE fte1 = 117

UNDERGRADUATE 
full-time	 Part-time

93 	 47	

Note 1:  “Full-Time Equivalent” is the common way to measure the relative size of colleges. 

This adjusts for differences in the percentage of part-time students (or faculty). For example: 

one full-time student=1 FTE; three half-time students = 1.5 FTE, etc. 

www.ocac.edu
www.aicad.org
www.ocac.edu
http://www.nwccu.org
http://nasad.arts-accredit.org
www.aicad.org
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Note 1: “Full-Time Equivalent” is the common way to measure the relative size of colleges. This adjusts for differences in the percentage of part-time students (or faculty). For example: one full-time 
student =1 FTE; three half-time students=1.5 FTE, etc. Note 2: Retention & graduation rates are calculated using “First-Time, Full-Time Freshmen” as required by the U.S. Department of Education.  
In schools with large transfer populations, these rates can vary quite a bit from year to year. Note 3: Geographic distribution is reported for first-time degree/certificate-seeking undergraduates. 
Note 4: Includes all institutional scholarships and grants, but does not include College Work Study or third party awards. Note 5: Data presented is drawn from the most recent school year available.

student hOUSING  fall 2008  5% of Freshmen live in campus housing.  5% OF ALL STUDENTS live in campus housing.

The excellent curriculum at OCAC provides a basis for thorough technical instruc-

tion simultaneously with a foundations training. Students study the foundations 

courses of drawing, design, art history and writing while taking courses in their 

major, beginning in their first semester.

At OCAC the faculty instruct students to be multidisciplinary in their art making. 

BFA and certificate students complete studio courses outside of their concentration, 

allowing them the freedom and fluency to merge their ideas across concentrations 

and to bridge boundaries between media.

BFA and Certificate in Crafts students spend the final year of their studies engaged 

in the thesis process. Students are given the freedom and latitude artists need for 

mature creative expression of their individual voice. Instead of assignments, thesis 

students are given their own dedicated studio space. This intense year is guided by 

a faculty thesis committee of each student’s choosing.

OCAC, in collaboration with Pacific Northwest College of Art offers a joint MFA 

in Applied Craft and Design.  This unique program is designed for students eager 

to explore the fusion of tradition, innovation, and practice, with design theory and 

hands-on making. It challenges students to seek the full strength of their ideas and 

to develop the tools to be truly innovative.

AID CATEGORY	 AVER AGE RECEIVED PER RECIPIENT

Institutional awards4 	  2,000

FEDERAL GRANTS  	 0

State & local Grants  	 0 

FEDERAL Student Loans  	 3,500

average amount received per recipient	  $ 5,500 67%  of full-time freshmen received aid

FINANCIAL AID  2007–08  full-time first-time freshmen

% full-t ime freshmen recip ients

67%	 Institutional awards

	 0%	 Federal Grants

	 0%	 State & local Grants

	67%	 FEDERAL Student Loans

full-time dependent	  off-campus

Tuition (30 credits)	 $  21,040

Mandatory Fees	 1,820

Books & Supplies	 1,900

Room & Board	 9,500

Other	 2,450

TOTAL COST	  $  36,710

undergraduate cOST OF ATTENDANCE  2009–10

	 on-campus

	 $  21,040

	 1,820 

	 1,900

	 9,500	

2,450

	 $  36,710

21,040 tuition 1,820 fees

1,900 books & supplies

2,450 other

9,500 room & board

off-campus	 $36,710  TOTAL

9,500 room & board

1,900 books & supplies

2,450 other

1,820 fees21,040 tuition

on-campus	 $36,710  TOTAL

www.ocac.edu
www.aicad.org
www.aicad.org

