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Massachusetts College of Art and Design

contact  621 Huntington Avenue, Boston, MA 02115  t: 617.879.7222  www.massart.edu

It’s not the paint. It isn’t the software. It’s not the fabric 

or the clay, either. It’s what you do with it. At MassArt, 

we’re all about independence. We give students the tools 

they need to succeed then encourage them to explore new 

ideas, challenge preconceptions, and develop their own 

point of view. At MassArt, you won’t find your place, 

you’ll create it.

Accreditation  

regional: neasc		 specialized: nasad, naab (candidacy)

application: Required

online application: Optional

home exam: Not required

interview: Not required

essay: Required

sat / act: Required 

portfolio: Required 

transcripts  
high school: Required  

college: Required, if transferring 

Recommendations: Required

Undergraduate Admissions Process

six-year graduation rate2 

68% OF Fall 2001 Freshmen  

graduatED within six years	

65%	OF Fall 2002 Freshmen  

graduatED within six years

freshmen RETENTION2

82% of Fall 2006 Freshmen	

Returned IN FALL 2007

87% of Fall 2007 Freshmen	

Returned IN FALL 2008

DEGREES offered
bfa, mfa, mat,  
msae, m.arch

MAJORS offered

Animation* 
Architectural Design* 
Architecture** 
Art Education
Art Teacher Education
Studio Education* 
Art History* 
Ceramics
Community Education* 
Dynamic Media Institute** 
Fashion Design* 
Fibers
Film/Video 

Fine Arts–2d** 
Fine Arts–3d** 
Glass
Graphic Design
Illustration* 
Industrial Design* 
Interior Architectural Design* 
Jewelry and Metalsmithing 
Museum Education* 
Painting
Photography 
Printmaking
Sculpture
Studio Education
Studio for Interrelated Media

*undergraduate only
**graduate only

other programs

Certificates in Teacher Preparation, Graphic Design, Industrial Design, 

and Fashion Design · Continuing Education Courses · Youth Programs, 

Saturdays and Summers, February and April Vacation Week Programs ·  

Dual Enrollment Opportunities for High School Students · Summer 

Workshops in Bennington, Vermont

STUDENT/FACULTY RATIO  fall 2008

10.2 to 1  
fte students per fte faculty 1 

class size  fall 2008

17 estimated average

FACULTY   2008–09

FACULTY fte1= 165

full-time	 Part-time

98 	 161	

new student GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION3   fall 2008

female	 male 

67%	 33%

in-state	rest  of the U.S. 	international 	

67%	 31% 	 2%

2% international

UNDERGRADUATE ETHNICITY   fall 2008

6% Asian/pacific islander 1% native american

5% HISPANIC 

66% white (non-hispanic) 

17% other/uknown

3% African American 

undergraduate gENDER DISTRIBUTION   fall 2008

ENROLLMENT   fall 2008

UNDERGRADUATE fte1 = 1,587	 GRADUATe fte1 = 94

UNDERGRADUATE 
full-time	 Part-time

1,506 	 207	

GRADUATE 
full-time		 Part-time

83		  43 

Note 1:  “Full-Time Equivalent” is the common way to measure the relative size of colleges. 

This adjusts for differences in the percentage of part-time students (or faculty). For example: 

one full-time student=1 FTE; three half-time students = 1.5 FTE, etc. 

www.massart.edu
www.massart.edu
www.aicad.org
http://cihe.neasc.org
http://nasad.arts-accredit.org
http://www.naab.org
www.aicad.org
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Note 1: “Full-Time Equivalent” is the common way to measure the relative size of colleges. This adjusts for differences in the percentage of part-time students (or faculty). For example: one full-time 
student =1 FTE; three half-time students=1.5 FTE, etc. Note 2: Retention & graduation rates are calculated using “First-Time, Full-Time Freshmen” as required by the U.S. Department of Education.  
In schools with large transfer populations, these rates can vary quite a bit from year to year. Note 3: Geographic distribution is reported for first-time degree/certificate-seeking undergraduates. 
Note 4: Includes all institutional scholarships and grants, but does not include College Work Study or third party awards. Note 5: Data presented is drawn from the most recent school year available.

Massachusetts College of Art and Design

student hOUSING  fall 2008  85% of Freshmen live in campus housing.  23% OF ALL STUDENTS live in campus housing.

Founded in 1873, Massachusetts College of Art and Design has been at the forefront 

of art and design for more than a century. It is located in the heart of Boston, the 

cultural hub of New England and the number one college town in the United States. 

With higher education among the city’s top industries, it’s a community that is con-

stantly exploring new ideas and envisioning the future—in fact, Boston is known 

worldwide as a center for social, cultural, and political change.

At MassArt, students and faculty plug into the city’s spirit of innovation, rethinking 

how artists and designers shape our world. Students engage in service learning, expe-

riencing firsthand how artists interact with their communities. They work with lead-

ing companies like Reebok, Merck, and Harmonix (Guitar Hero and Rock Band) 

and see exactly how design can drive the economy. Students learn how their actions 

impact the world and do their part, as artists and designers, to contribute to a more 

sustainable future. They embrace the rich heritage and diversity of Boston, travel the 

world to experience other cultures and then bring their new knowledge back home.

The students at MassArt are a diverse group, but they have one thing in common—

they strive to make a difference in the world.

AID CATEGORY	 AVER AGE RECEIVED PER RECIPIENT

Institutional awards4 	  3,281

FEDERAL GRANTS  	 3,819

State & local Grants  	 3,084

FEDERAL Student Loans  	 5,493

average amount received per recipient	  $ 9,026 69%  of full-time freshmen received aid

FINANCIAL AID  2007–08  full-time first-time freshmen

% full-t ime freshmen recip ients

27%	 Institutional awards

	28%	 Federal Grants

	26%	 State & local Grants

63%	 FEDERAL Student Loans

full-time dependent	  off-campus	 on-campus

Tuition
‡
	MAss. resident	 $   8,400	 $   8,400

	 New eng. res.	 14,900	 14,900
	 all others	 24,400	 24,400

Mandatory Fees	 —	 —

Books & Supplies	 2,100	 2,100

Room & Board	 12,538	 11,288

Other		  1,312	 1,312

TOTALS	 MAss. resident	  $  24,350	 $   23,100
	 New Eng. res.	    30,850	 29,600
	 all others	    40,350	 39,100

undergraduate cOST OF ATTENDANCE  2009–10

‡
30 credits

12,583
 room & board

1,312
other

2,100
books & supplies

	 24,350	 TOTAL MAssACHUSETTS res.

	 30,850	 TOTAL NEW ENGLAND res.

	 40,350 	TOTAL ALL OTHERS

new eng. resident 

14,900 tuition 

all others 

24,400 tuition 

mass. resident 

8,400 tuition off-campus totals

11,288
 room & board

1,312
other

2,100
books & supplies

	 23,100	 TOTAL MAssACHUSETTS res.

	 29,600	 TOTAL NEW ENGLAND res.

	 39,100 	TOTAL ALL OTHERS

new eng. resident 

14,900 tuition 

all others 

24,400 tuition 

mass. resident 

8,400 tuition on-campus totals

www.aicad.org
www.massart.edu
www.aicad.org

