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Maine College of Art

contact  522 Congress Street, Portland, ME  04101  t: 207.775.3052  www.meca.edu

Maine College of Art offers the unique blend of an urban 

location and a small-town feel; you step from the rush of 

city streets into a special place where everyone knows you 

and your art.  An education at MECA is often intense 

and always rewarding.  You will find yourself part of an 

energetic community of artists and designers who provide 

constant, ongoing feedback as you hone your individual 

style, technique, and point-of-view.  

Accreditation  

regional: neasc		 specialized: nasad

application: Required

online application: Optional

home exam: Not required

interview: Required

essay: Required

sat / act: Required 

portfolio: Required 

transcripts  

high school: Required  

college: Required, if transferring

recommendations:  

Two letters of recommendation

Undergraduate Admissions Process

six-year graduation rate2 

36% OF Fall 2001 Freshmen  

graduatED within six years	

44 %	OF Fall 2002 Freshmen  

graduatED within six years

freshmen RETENTION2

51% of Fall 2006 Freshmen	

Returned IN FALL 2007

69% of Fall 2007 Freshmen	

Returned IN FALL 2008

DEGREES offered
ba, mfa 

MAJORS offered

Ceramics*

Graphic Design*

Illustration*

Metalsmithing & Jewelry*

New Media*

Painting*

Photography*

Sculpture*

Self-Designed*

Studio Arts**

Woodworking & Furniture 

Design* 

minors offered 

Art History*

Drawing*

Illustration* 

other programs 

Post-Baccalaureate  
Certificate in Art Education 

Continuing Studies
for Youths And Adults

Professional Development 
Seminars for Adults

International Travel Programs

Pre-College Summer Intensive 
for High School Students

Summer Camps for Kids

*undergraduate only
**graduate only

special opportunities

Study Abroad · AICAD Mobility Program · Internships ·  

Career Services · Tutoring · Counseling and Wellness Programs

STUDENT/FACULTY RATIO  fall 2008

10.3 to 1  
fte students per fte faculty 1 

class size  fall 2008

17 estimated average

FACULTY   2008–09

FACULTY fte1= 35

full-time	 Part-time

19 	 33	

UNDERGRADUATE ETHNICITY   fall 2008

1% Asian/pacific islander 1% native american

1% HISPANIC 

82% white (non-hispanic) 

14% other/uknown

0% international

1% African American 

undergraduate gENDER DISTRIBUTION   fall 2008

new student GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION3   fall 2008

female	 male 

65%	 35%

in-state	rest  of the U.S.	international 	

29%	 71%	 0%

ENROLLMENT   fall 2008

UNDERGRADUATE fte1 = 342	 GRADUATe fte1 = 20 

UNDERGRADUATE 
full-time	 Part-time

334 	 17	

GRADUATE 
full-time		 Part-time

20		  0 

Note 1:  “Full-Time Equivalent” is the common way to measure the relative size of colleges. 

This adjusts for differences in the percentage of part-time students (or faculty). For example: 

one full-time student=1 FTE; three half-time students = 1.5 FTE, etc. 

www.aicad.org
www.aicad.org
www.meca.edu
www.meca.edu
http://nasad.arts-accredit.org
http://cihe.neasc.org
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Maine College of Art

Note 1: “Full-Time Equivalent” is the common way to measure the relative size of colleges. This adjusts for differences in the percentage of part-time students (or faculty). For example: one full-time 
student =1 FTE; three half-time students=1.5 FTE, etc. Note 2: Retention & graduation rates are calculated using “First-Time, Full-Time Freshmen” as required by the U.S. Department of Education.  
In schools with large transfer populations, these rates can vary quite a bit from year to year. Note 3: Geographic distribution is reported for first-time degree/certificate-seeking undergraduates. 
Note 4: Includes all institutional scholarships and grants, but does not include College Work Study or third party awards. Note 5: Data presented is drawn from the most recent school year available.

student hOUSING  fall 2008  96% of Freshmen live in campus housing.  36% OF ALL STUDENTS live in campus housing.

Imagine being able to walk to an amazing fifty plus art galleries from your college 

studio space (a studio open 24/7).  Imagine attending an opening at the Institute of 

Contemporary Art housed in your college’s flagship building.  Maine College of Art 

is located in the arts district in Portland, recently named the most livable city in the 

United States  In addition to galleries, you’ll discover a lively small city of architec-

tural marvels, bookstores, restaurants, music venues, markets, and public squares.  

Add to this the ocean, mountains, and rivers that have attracted artists for centuries.  

That’s the MECA environment.

As a BFA student at MECA, you’ll find a challenging but flexible curriculum; you’ll 

be encouraged to explore unfamiliar disciplines.  Electives are interwoven into your 

first-year Foundation requirements; exploration and experimentation continue in 

your second year as you discover your passion and prepare for the two years of major 

focus.  Art history and liberal arts provide a core of knowledge.  You’ll be encouraged 

to design an individualized program balancing your major with electives.  In your 

senior year you mount a thesis exhibition and also take a Synthesis course to prepare 

you for a life of creative entrepreneurship.  You’ll make MECA your own.

AID CATEGORY	 AVER AGE RECEIVED PER RECIPIENT

Institutional awards4 	  6,585

FEDERAL GRANTS  	 2,337

State & local Grants  	 971 

FEDERAL Student Loans  	 4,521

average amount received per recipient	  $ 11,692 98%  of full-time freshmen received aid

FINANCIAL AID  2007–08  full-time first-time freshmen

% full-t ime freshmen recip ients

	98%	 Institutional awards

	58%	 Federal Grants

	21%	 State & local Grants

	76%	 FEDERAL Student Loans

full-time dependent	  off-campus

Tuition (30 credits)	 $  27,550

Mandatory Fees	  1,570

Books & Supplies	 2,100

Room & Board	 9,100

Other	 1,200

TOTAL COST	  $  41,520

undergraduate cOST OF ATTENDANCE  2009–10

	 on-campus

	 $  27,550

	  1,570 

	 2,100

	 9,676

	 1,200

	 $  42,096

27,550 tuition 1,570 fees

2,100 books & supplies

1,200 other

9,100 room & board

off-campus	 $41,520  TOTAL

9,676 room & board

2,100 books & supplies

1,200 other

1,570 fees27,550 tuition

on-campus	 $42,096  TOTAL

www.aicad.org
www.aicad.org
www.meca.edu

