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STUDENT/FACULTY RATIO  fall 2008

10 to 1  
fte students per fte faculty 1 

class size  fall 2008

17 estimated average

FACULTY   2008–09

FACULTY fte1= 34

full-time	 Part-time

24 	 50	

special opportunities

Career Services (job placement & guidance) · National & Regional 

Internships · Give Back Program (public service) · Cross-registration with 

Rhodes College & Christian Brothers University · Traveling Fellowships ·  

AICAD New York Studio Program · Horn Island Expedition · AICAD 

Mobility Program · Graduate Teaching Assistantships

Memphis College of Art

contact  Overton Park, 1930 Poplar Avenue, Memphis, TN 38104  t: 901.272.5100  www.mca.edu

Memphis College of Art is a professional center of art and 

design education, dedicated to preparing individuals for 

lives of creating, problem solving, and critical thinking.  

Small by choice and purpose, MCA is a cultural wellspring 

of creativity, offering state of the art facilities, excellent fac-

ulty, interdisciplinary programs and cutting edge exhibi-

tions to the public and those pursuing BFA, MFA, MAT 

and MA ArtEd degrees.

Accreditation  

regional: sacs		  specialized: nasad

application: Required

online application: Optional

home exam: Not required

interview: Optional

essay: Recommended

sat / act: Required 

portfolio: Required 

transcripts  

high school: Required  

college: Required, if transferring

Undergraduate Admissions Process

six-year graduation rate2 

46% OF Fall 2001 Freshmen  

graduatED within six years	

41%	 OF Fall 2002 Freshmen  

graduatED within six years

freshmen RETENTION2

57% of Fall 2006 Freshmen	

Returned IN FALL 2007

66% of Fall 2007 Freshmen	

Returned IN FALL 2008

DEGREES offered
bfa, mfa, mat, ma art ed

MAJORS offered

Animation*

Art Education**

Design Art*:
·Digital Media
·Graphic Design
·Illustration 

Digital Cinema*

Digital Media*

Fine Art*:
·Drawing
·Painting
·Photography
·Printmaking
·Sculpture

Photography*

Studio Art**

Teaching**

other programs 

Community Education: 
Adult (Day & Evening) &
Youth Classes (Day)

Art Camp (Pre-K – 12)

Summer Academies:  
(In-Residence  Programs) for 
K-12 Art Teachers and for 
Advanced HS Students

Teachers’ Programs 
 
*undergraduate only   
**graduate only

ENROLLMENT   fall 2008

UNDERGRADUATE fte1 = 310	 GRADUATe fte1 = 33

UNDERGRADUATE 
full-time	 Part-time

301 	 21	

GRADUATE 
full-time		 Part-time

19		  62 

Note 1:  “Full-Time Equivalent” is the common way to measure the relative size of colleges. 

This adjusts for differences in the percentage of part-time students (or faculty). For example: 

one full-time student=1 FTE; three half-time students = 1.5 FTE, etc. 

UNDERGRADUATE ETHNICITY   fall 2008

2% Asian/pacific islander 0% native american

3% HISPANIC 

74% white (non-hispanic) 

0% other/uknown

2% international

19% African American 

undergraduate gENDER DISTRIBUTION   fall 2008

new student GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION3   fall 2008

female	 male 

57%	 43%

in-state	rest  of the U.S.	international 	

46%	 53%	 1%

www.mca.edu
www.aicad.org
www.mca.edu
http://www.sacscoc.org
http://nasad.arts-accredit.org
www.aicad.org
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Note 1: “Full-Time Equivalent” is the common way to measure the relative size of colleges. This adjusts for differences in the percentage of part-time students (or faculty). For example: one full-time 
student =1 FTE; three half-time students=1.5 FTE, etc. Note 2: Retention & graduation rates are calculated using “First-Time, Full-Time Freshmen” as required by the U.S. Department of Education.  
In schools with large transfer populations, these rates can vary quite a bit from year to year. Note 3: Geographic distribution is reported for first-time degree/certificate-seeking undergraduates. 
Note 4: Includes all institutional scholarships and grants, but does not include College Work Study or third party awards. Note 5: Data presented is drawn from the most recent school year available.

Memphis College of Art

student hOUSING  fall 2008  78% of Freshmen live in campus housing.  47% OF ALL STUDENTS live in campus housing.

“Experience may well be the greatest teacher of all.” This belief has led MCA to create 

opportunities outside the classroom that enable students to further cultivate their 

knowledge bases. Each year students enrich their education through international 

and domestic travel via a study abroad program in Italy, an annual Spring Break 

museum trip, and the legendary Horn Island, MS excursion.

Through AICAD, MCA students can take advantage of the Mobility Exchange 

Program that allows students to trade a semester of study at other member colleges at 

no additional cost. The New York Studio Program, also operated by AICAD, offers 

students the opportunity to experience a semester of living and studying in New 

York. Locally, MCA belongs to a consortium that allows full-time students to take 

classes at other local colleges at no additional cost.

Through Career Services, MCA students further develop experiential knowledge 

outside the classroom. With over fifty approved national and international for-credit 

internships based on the College’s areas of study, students gain professional expertise 

and network. For those interested in contributing their time and efforts working 

with underserved populations, the new Give Back program is a work-study option 

that encourages service to local non-profits. 

AID CATEGORY	 AVER AGE RECEIVED PER RECIPIENT

Institutional awards4 	  8,323

FEDERAL GRANTS  	 3,973

State & local Grants  	 5,214 

FEDERAL Student Loans  	 3,185

average amount received per recipient	 $ 15,482 99%  of full-time freshmen received aid

FINANCIAL AID  2007–08  full-time first-time freshmen

% full-t ime freshmen recip ients

	99%	 Institutional awards

	59%	 Federal Grants

	52%	 State & local Grants

	63%	 FEDERAL Student Loans

full-time dependent	  off-campus

Tuition (30 credits)	 $  22,000

Mandatory Fees	 600

Books & Supplies	 1,600

Room & Board	 7,700

Other	 2,900

TOTAL COST	  $  34,800

undergraduate cOST OF ATTENDANCE   2009–10

	 on-campus

	 $  22,000

	 600 

	 1,600

	 7,700

	 2,900

	 $  34,800

22,000 tuition 600 fees

1,600 books & supplies

2,900 other

7,700 room & board

off-campus	 $34,800  TOTAL

7,700 room & board

1,600 books & supplies

600 fees22,000 tuition

on-campus	 $34,800  TOTAL

2,900 other

www.mca.edu
www.aicad.org
www.aicad.org

