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STUDENT/FACULTY RATIO  fall 2009

12.7 to 1  
fte students per fte faculty 1 

class size  fall 2009

21 estimated average

FACULTY   2009–10

FACULTY fte1= 87

full-time	 Part-time

44 	 68	

special opportunities

Mobility and Exchange Programs · AICAD New York Studio Residency 

Program · Peer Helper Program Student Ambassadors · Peer Mentors · 

International Peer Mentors

Alberta College of Art + Design

contact  1407 14th Avenue NW, Calgary, AB T2N 4R3 Canada  t: 403.284.7600  www.acad.ca

ACAD offers an exciting and creative undergraduate 
experience for students in fine art, design, and new media— 
an experience set in the context of relevant, complementary 
liberal studies and practical theory. The result is a rigor-
ous studio program, which produces innovative thinkers, 
and creative problem solvers who have gone on to change 
the face of art and design in Canada and beyond. For over 
85 years ACAD has graduated some of the most exciting 
voices in contemporary art and design in Canada. 

Accreditation    government of alberta;  
nasad substantial equivalency status

application: Required

online application: Required

home exam: Not required

interview: Not required

essay: Required

sat / act: Not required 

portfolio: Required 

transcripts  

high school: Required  

college: Required, if transferring

Undergraduate Admissions Process

six-year graduation rate2 

43% OF Fall 2002 Freshmen  

graduatED within six years	

46%	OF Fall 2003 Freshmen  

graduatED within six years

freshmen RETENTION2

70% of Fall 2007 Freshmen	

Returned IN FALL 2008

73% of Fall 2008 Freshmen	

Returned IN FALL 2009

DEGREES offered
bfa, b.des

MAJORS offered

Ceramics

Drawing

Fibre

Glass

Jewellery + Metals

Media Arts + 

Digital Technologies

Painting

Photography

Print Media

Sculpture

Visual Communications 

Design

other programs 

Pre-College Program

Extended Studies Program

Teen Program

Spring Session

Summer Session

Art Stream Program

new student GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION3   fall 2009

3% rest of canada

3% international

81% in-province 13% contiguous provinces

ENROLLMENT   fall 2009

UNDERGRADUATE fte1 = 1,104 

UNDERGRADUATE 
full-time	 Part-time

1,079  	 80	

Note 1:  “Full-Time Equivalent” is the common way to measure the relative size of colleges. 

This adjusts for differences in the percentage of part-time students (or faculty). For example: 

one full-time student=1 FTE; three half-time students = 1.5 FTE, etc. 

UNDERGRADUATE ETHNICITY

undergraduate gENDER DISTRIBUTION   fall 2009

female	 male 

69%	 31%

This data is not collected.

www.acad.ca 
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Note 1: “Full-Time Equivalent” is the common way to measure the relative size of colleges. This adjusts for differences in the percentage of part-time students (or faculty). For example: one full-time 
student =1 FTE; three half-time students=1.5 FTE, etc. Note 2: Retention & graduation rates are calculated using “First-Time, Full-Time Freshmen” as required by the U.S. Department of Education.  
In schools with large transfer populations, these rates can vary quite a bit from year to year. Note 3: Geographic distribution is reported for first-time degree/certificate-seeking undergraduates. 
Note 4: Includes all institutional scholarships and grants, but does not include College Work Study or third party awards. Note 5: Data presented is drawn from the most recent school year available.

Alberta College of Art + Design

college HOUSING  fall 2009  ACAD offers residences through a partnership with a nearby College (SAIT)

Alberta College of Art + Design students explore their passion for creative think-
ing with an undergraduate degree in Design or Fine Art. With a comprehensive 
curriculum filled with a range of programs sure to inspire, challenge, and stimulate 
emerging artists and designers, ACAD is the leading choice for students who go on 
to work in a spectrum of creative industries—doing what they love while building 
impressive careers that impact the world of art and design. 

The Alberta College of Art + Design is a leading centre for education and research, 
and a catalyst for creative inquiry and cultural development. Located in Calgary, 
Canada and overlooking the downtown core, ACAD provides a unique undergradu-
ate experience for students in fine art, design, and new media—an experience set 
in the context of relevant, complementary liberal studies and practical theory. Our 
Photography and Visual Communications Design majors prepare students for suc-
cessful careers as professionals in the discipline, practice, and culture of photography 
and design. And our Bachelor of Fine Arts program is one of Canada’s most presti-
gious studio-based fine art programs.

ACAD degree programs are studio-based, which means hands-on. In our studios, 
students explore multiple media, applying new techniques and immersing them-
selves in the practice and culture of art and design. Our students have access to a 
wide range of unique opportunities, including a strong international exchange pro-
gram and a robust scholarship and awards offering for incoming students. Most 
importantly, with a 1:9 faculty-to-student ratio, our average studio class is kept to 15 
students so students receive individual, personal attention from a faculty made up of 
a diverse group of over 130 professional practicing artists, designers, and scholars.  

AID CATEGORY	 AVER AGE RECEIVED PER RECIPIENT

Institutional awards4 	  1,217

government GRANTS  	 2,781

provincial & local Grants  	 2,267 

FEDERAL Student Loans  	 5,710

average amount received per recipient	  $ 5,906 42%  of full-time freshmen received aid

FINANCIAL AID  2007–08  full-time freshmen

% full-t ime freshmen recip ients

	16%	 Institutional awards

	 8%	government Grants

	23%	provincial & local Grants

	27%	FEDERAL Student Loans

full-time dependent	  domestic

Tuition (30 credits)	 $  4,356

Mandatory Fees	 1,073

Books & Supplies	 3,500

Room & Board	 10,800

Other	 1,200

TOTAL COST	  $  20,930

undergraduate cOST OF ATTENDANCE  2010–11

	 international

	 $  13,997

	 1,073 

	 3,500

	 10,800

	 1,200

	 $  30,570

currency values are shown in Canadian dollars.

tuition
4,356 	 3,500	books & supplies

	 1,200	other

	 3,500	books & supplies

	 1,200	other

domestic  $20,930  TOTAL

tuition
13,997

1,073 fees 10,800	 room & board

1,073 fees 10,800	 room & board

international	$30,570  TOTAL


